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For use during Lesson 2: Reconstructing the Scene 
 

The Case of the Candy Culprit 
 

●​ Wright Now Middle School has reached out to the DSU and its Data Detectives for help 
identifying the culprit of some mysterious candy disappearances around campus.  

 

●​ At each “crime scene,” the perpetrator leaves behind empty candy wrappers along with 
cryptic notes signed by “The Candy Culprit.” 

 

●​ The DSU believes that these notes might provide clues about the suspect’s true identity, 
and has tasked your rookie squad with finding out who it is.  

 

●​ Detectives are expected to retain copies of all evidence throughout the investigation and 
report to the DSU Captain at regular intervals. 

 

Can you determine the identity of the Candy Culprit and bring them to justice? 
 

 
For use during Lesson 2: Reconstructing the Scene 
 

CLUE #1: 
 

What happened next? 
 

●​ The most recent missing candy 
incident at Wright Now Middle School 
was reported by a student victim. 

 

●​ The student’s locker was broken into, 
and some chocolate candy was taken. 

 

●​ The Candy Culprit left behind the 
empty candy wrapper and the 
following note: 

 
For use during Lesson 5: Structuring the Evidence 
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CLUE #2: 
 

What happened next? 
 

●​ The Candy Culprit has struck again!  
 

●​ This time, a student reported that a bag 
of chocolate was taken from their 
backpack during recess. 

 

●​ In place of the chocolate, the Candy 
Culprit left behind another note:  

 
For use during Lesson 8: Spot the Plot 
 

CLUE #3: 
 

What happened? 
 

●​ Oh no, more candy has gone missing!   
 

●​ While students attended their weekly 
meetings for extracurricular activities, 
the Candy Culprit raided the halls and 
took every piece of candy they could 
find.  

 

●​ A taunting note was left behind:  
 

 
For use during Lesson 10: Connecting the Dots 
 

CLUE #4: 
 

What happened next? 
 

●​ The Candy Culprit continues to swipe 
treats when no one is looking. 

 

●​ Students and teachers are becoming 
more distressed and are pressing the 
DSU for some answers. 

 

●​ A new note was left behind: 

 

 
For use during Lesson 11: The Plot Thickens 
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CLUE #5: 
 

What happened? 
 

●​ The librarian has had enough of 
students leaving candy wrappers all 
over the library floors and shelves, so 
she bans everyone from checking out 
books. 

 

●​ The Candy Culprit is quite upset and 
shares a new note about it.  

 

For use during Lesson 13: The Average Suspect 
 

CLUE #6: 
 

What happened next? 
 

●​ The Student Council meeting ended in 
chaos. When students returned to the 
hallway, they found their backpacks 
unzipped and dumped in a pile. 

 

●​ The Candy Culprit had struck again 
and taken all the candy they could find. 

 

●​ Weirdly, the culprit organized all the 
library books into even piles of 3 and 
left another note: 

 

 
For use during Lesson 14: Getting MAD About It 
 

CLUE #7: 
 

What happened next? 
 

●​ A strange sound echoes from the 
student lounge.  

 

●​ This time, the modern, high-tech 
gaming console had been removed. In 
its place sat a dusty, retro 1980s 
arcade machine game. 

 

●​ The Candy Culprit was too quick to be 
caught, but left behind another hint:  

 
For use during Lesson 16: Boxing Up the Evidence 
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CLUE #8: 
 

What happened next? 
 

●​ The DSU detectives are closing in on 
the Candy Culprit! 

 

●​ During a routine sweep of the faculty 
lounge, officers discovered that all staff 
records had been tampered with. 

 

●​ A final note was left on one of the 
chairs. 

 

Text Versions of Clues: 
 

Clue #1 (Lesson 2: Reconstructing the Scene) 
With a little shuffle and a little sway, 
I made some candy vanish today. 
Perhaps next time, you’ll be more aware,  
And lock up your treats with extra care. 
 
Clue #2 (Lesson 5: Structuring the Evidence) 
I’m back again with more sly tricks.  
No candy is safe if I’m in the mix. 
I’m just too smart for you to find, 
My high GPA would blow all your minds. 
 
Clue #3 (Lesson 8: Spot the Plot) 
While you plot the data you find, 
I’m still lurking in the back of your mind. 
You may be brilliant at reading a chart, 
But you won’t find me in the club for art. 
 
Clue #4 (Lesson 10: Connecting the Dots) 
You may have narrowed down the list, 
But to find me now, you must persist. 
I am not the youngest, I hate to say, 
Nor am I the oldest, so I’ll be on my way.  
 

Clue #5 (Lesson 11: The Plot Thickens) 
Candy trash left on the library floors, 
We no longer may enter through its doors. 
I read a lot, but to neither extreme,  
Use a histogram to see what I mean. 
The “book” variable is the item to view. 
To see the right bars, use a bin width of two. 
 
Clue #6 (Lesson 13: The Average Suspect) 
I love finding books lost on a shelf. 
I keep a secret tally just for myself. 
Calculate the mean to decide what’s fair, 
You’ll find my reading is above that share. 
 
Clue #7 (Lesson 14: Getting MAD About It) 
I’m an old-school gamer who lives in the past, 
Retro arcade nights were always a blast.  
Find the mean suspect age, and add on one MAD, 
I’m just slightly older – now isn’t that rad?! 
 
Clue #8 (Lesson 16: Boxing Up the Evidence) 
By now you know I am someone on staff. 
Use ‘years of service’ for making a graph. 
Not Q1 nor 3, but somewhere between. 
Inside the box is where I can be seen. 
With data revealed in this newest plot, 
Is this the time I finally get caught? 

 
Suspect Tracker (LMR_U1_L05_B_Suspect_Tracker) 
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